FSI eBULLIeNT #16 



5 June 2006

World Environment Day

Dear FSI First Founders

The next Management Committee meeting, which is about the FSI vision for the next year or so, is in Adelaide on Sunday 11 June at 4pm. This meeting will last up to two hours and all members are welcome. Send email for details.

This eB has been put together with contributions and suggestions from several members: (One) Member Alert! is for action right now if you are at all interested in the topic; (Two) AGM 2006; (Three) FSI Portfolios at Work; (Four) Lighten Up - in More Ways than One; (Five) FSI 5.10.5.10 News and (Six) FSI 5.10.5.10 Opportunities.

All good wishes from The Founders Group (SA component)
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Member Alert! Events in Prospect

FSI Media Watchers (Unite?)

Terry Teoh (see bios) is going to try his hand at getting FairShare International into the newspapers by referring to us by name in relevant letters to the editor of various newspapers. He will alert anyone by email who wants to be on his Media List when he sends a letter off, supplying his own letter, so that others can try their hand using that model. A letter published in the Independent Weekly ages ago about FSI as an ‘empowering’ way of life resulted in a ten minute Radio Adelaide interview about FSI. So letters are a free and relatively easy (once you commit to writing, that is) way to get the 510510 idea ‘out there’. Contact Terry on tteoh@pacifichydro.com.au with a cc to info@fairshareinternational.org
SA City to Bay Fun Run Sunday 17 September 2006

Last year we said: The Fun Run really was fun. It’s not that often you can be among many thousands of like-footed people and enjoy each other’s company so much. Contact Steven Gatti who ran fast (while others walked) last year and who will organise us this year: sgatti@adam.com.au One of the possible fringe benefits, besides the great morning out, is some news about FSI in suburban papers. See also under Five, FSI News if you want to order a glorious t-shirt.

eBULLIeNT GUeST eDITOR?
FSIers keep turning out to be talented people with lots of energy which they use to the max. Just in case there is a member out there with some spare energy and one who would enjoy creating this eB occasionally, know that you would be welcome. It would be good to have a non-Adelaide focus! Contact us.

RESULTS Australia – creating the will to end poverty

You can join the next monthly National Conference Call on 28 June. email FSI for more info. Go to www.results.org.au
An Irish Journalist . . .
A freelance journalist who has discovered FSI would like to do an article about us. She needs to make it Iro-centric, though, so is looking for members who have strong links with Ireland. Contact FSI if this means you.
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AGM 2006 - Event in Retrospect

The AGM on 1 May was lovely. Pauline Dundas, who chaired, began helpfully by saying AGMs were a bit like going to the dentist. And yet getting Sophie Green to give this year’s address was not at all like pulling teeth: she accepted the invite with grace and delivered the goods on time and on budget and with more charm than you could shake a stick at.

Sophie spoke about the changes in her lifestyle that enable her to meet the goals of 510510, and for which her activism with Friends of the Earth had prepared her. Sophie, who is 23, has drastically reduced car use, stopped taking planes altogether, is a financial member of several caring organisations, grows some of her own food, works in a community garden and orchards project, and has great fun gleaning from hard rubbish collections. She said she and her boyfriend are planning that de rigour round the world trip: five to seven years round planet Earth by foot, by bus and by boat. Sophie believes that reducing your ecological footprint is an important and practical way of caring for others and she literally and inspirationally walks the walk.

Read Sophie’s address at www.fairshareinternational.org under What’s New and from there click on to her bio where you will discover that among her many talents she is a good speller and also has a way with mathematics.

What we ate at the AGM: the hundred mile diet

This diet is about food miles. Go to this Canadian site http://curtrosengren.typepad.com/alternative_energy/2005/07/decreasing_fuel.html where you will find this:

This may sound like a lunatic Luddite scheme, but we had our reasons. The short form would be: fossil fuels bad. For the average American meal (and we assume the average Canadian meal is similar), World Watch reports that the ingredients typically travel between 2,500 and 4,000 kilometres, a 25 percent increase from 1980 alone. This average meal uses up to 17 times more petroleum products, and increases carbon dioxide emissions by the same amount, compared to an entirely local meal.

. . . by switching to a local diet you would save almost an entire planet's worth of resources . . 
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FSI Portfolios at Work

We’d like to  highlight the FairShare Portfolio concept by bringing 5.10.5.10 principles to life in each eB. We started last time with a member’s work on a community building event for Adelaide-based charity World Youth International. WYI is well worth checking out at www.worldyouth.com.au especially if you are a young vibrant person who wants to go places and do good.

Pregnant women on E-visas
Jasmine Payget is a Blue Mts mum who supports the Blue Mountains Family Support Service, a community-based organisation that works with the most disadvantaged families in the community, meeting their immediate needs for practical and emotional support, information and referral.

The Service is currently working with the Bessie Smyth Foundation, a NSW-wide service providing pregnancy counselling, information and referral to pregnant women who have been placed on a bridging E-visa by DIMIA. E visas mean they are eligible neither for a Medicare card nor work. This leaves women and their families without access to any form of income, no access to Centrelink payments or a Medicare card. 

Tax deductible donations to assist pregnant women on E-visas to access safe health care are needed. Contact the chairperson of the Service at suziebmwhc@pnc.com.au for all the ways you can donate. Or contact Jasmine who says ‘Perhaps there are other state initiatives like this and I would be pleased to know about these’ at jpayget@igreen.net
Australian Options.
Jack Humphrys is on the Management Committee of this quarterly journal which is now in its eleventh year. It is a journal of the Left that aims to challenge the ideas dominating Australian mainstream debate. If you’d like to know more, contact donjarrett@internode.on.net and request complimentary copy.
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Lighten Up - in More Ways than One
Last eB we reported on the 2005 Climate Action Network Australia (CANA) Conference as follows: The conference's message couldn't have been clearer: the earth's atmosphere is a precious resource that must be shared fairly and sustainably. This requires [us] to reassess our patterns of consumption, and wean ourselves off our addiction to fossil fuels. The hundred mile diet reported on above is about reassessing our choices. And now for some more helpful hints!

Greenhouse Emissions and Households – making the switch (pun intended)

A Sydney member writes: The best way of reducing your ecological footprint is by converting to green power. I switched to Origin Electricity last year and in one quarter reduced our household’s greenhouse gas emissions from 2.4 tonnes to zero. It is a simple and highly effective way to reduce your footprint by much more than 10% and I strongly recommend making the switch. This is not an advert for Origin (but the contact number is 13 24 63: do not select from the menu, just wait for a salesperson and ask for GreenEarth Electricity) so if there are other good green power buys out there, please let us know so they can be not advertised in the next eB.

Greenhouse Emissions and Cars

For a tax-deductible $40 annually, Greenfleet www.greenfleet.com.au will plant trees to offset the annual average emissions from the average aussie car. (NB. 25% of a car’s lifetime environmental pollution occurs during its manufacture.)
How to FREEcycle your BIcycle

Or whatever sits absurdly in the garage or shed. If you have something useable that you yourself will never ever use again, you can give it to a person who wants it and needs it and one you like. Go to www.freecylce.org and be amazed. Hundreds of thousands of tonnes of stuff are reported to have been saved from landfill through freecycling. It’s fun, it’s easy, it’s free, and you get to meet nice people. (The Freecycle Network was started in May 2003 to promote waste reduction in Tucson Arizona’s downtown and help save desert landscape from being taken over by landfills. Remember also the eco-cyclist’s paradox: every time you get on a previous owner’s bike, you are moving on and saving energy!)

Greenhouse Emissions and Flights of Fancy

Take a deep breath and watch this aerospace! (Contributions to the next eB on the disturbing matter of air travel are welcome.)
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FSI 5.10.5.10 News

· Update on the Saemangeum project. Several members responded to a trial o’mail (occasional email for action) about the Korean Federation for Environmental Movement’s (KFEM) campaign against a gigantic wetlands reclamation project which will adversely affect globally-living water birds. The Earth Day Network writes that after an apparent failure, KFEM is relaunching the campaign. Contact kimyj@kfem.or.kr in South Korea or go to www.kfem.or.kr
· FSI t-shirts. Whether or not you are running/walking in a Fun Run, they are gorgeous in black or white with beaut bright logo. $25 for the first one and $20 each if you purchase two - a cheap way to advertise FSI. To be included in the next order, send an email and we will send you details re sizes and payment.
· SMH. Several members were interviewed for a feature article Give a little today, save a bit of world tomorrow in the Sydney Morning Herald on 11 March with Maree Nutt, who is the National Manager of RESULTS, taking along with her two boys the photographic as well as the micro-philanthropic lead. Speaking of micro-philanthropy, the President FSI was finally moved to write a formal definition (attached for comment) for the journalist.
· Why join FSI? To go from strength to strength of course. Hayley Stevenson was interviewed on national ABC radio on Good Friday. One of the important things she said was this: by joining with a social movement of people who also believe in [510510], that philosophy actually gains strength as more people hear about it and more people consider whether they could also live by such principles.

· Adelaide PIE. A Poster Ideas Expo (PIE) has been formally proposed as a fun adjunct to the 2007 Adelaide Festival of Ideas. Poster presentations would be a way of promoting FSI’s and other niche organisations’ visions, as well as a way to give voice to the good ideas of individuals who may not be on the conference circuit. (At the last free FoI session in 2005, which was supposed to be about activism, one young man shouted, ‘This is the Adelaide Festival of Approved Ideas!’) PIE has not found favour with the current FoI advisory committee, disappointing given that several Australian ‘luminaries’ including well known egalitarian Phillip Adams make up this body. PIE can still happen in the 21st century – it really does feels like an idea whose time should have come long ago, doesn’t it? Maybe some part of civil society will eventually run with PIE? Or maybe the Brisbane or Sydney Ideas Festival could take the lead and demonstrate that intellectual equity is easy as pie? Request a copy of the one page proposal if you’d like to read it and/or promote PIE and help ‘ordinary’ aussies get their just desserts.
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FSI 5.10.5.10 Opportunities

· First Friday of each month in Adelaide, just after sunset – coordinated by ANTaR (Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation) Justice & Peace Candle Light Walk around Government House. Meet near North Terrace and King William Road. Last Friday was walk #72.

· Last Friday of each month in Adelaide. Critical Mass Bicycle Rally to reclaim the streets in a carnival of renewable people-power! This is held every month, meeting at 5.45pm Victoria Square for a 6pm departure around the city. We want Adelaide to be more a people-friendly city! You can visit the Critical Mass Adelaide website at www.criticalmass.org.au/adelaide/
· July 22 - August 3 - Radioactive Exposure Tour 2006 in Oz. FoE's legendary annual nuclear education tour is on again, and this time it's going all the way from Melbourne to Alice Springs! Contact joel.catchlove@foe.org.au for more information, a full itinerary, and to register your interest.

· The Java earthquake. One way to tax deductibly donate within Australia: https://egive.org.au/egive/payments/new_payment.aspx?id=46
These funds will be administered by Friends of the Earth Australia and will be transferred as soon as is possible to WALHI (FoE Indonesia). A maximum of 5% of funds will be retained for bank charges and admin. Another way is through the National Council of Churches which has instituted an urgent appeal for funds for humanitarian relief. www.ncca.org.au/cws
· Orangutans. Sign a petition to stop the illegal trade in orangutans here www.petitionthem.com/default.asp?sect=detail&pet=2386
and then learn about the related issues of deforestation and palm oil at www.biodieselkeepitgreen.org
· Immobile phones. There are over 12 million Australian mobile phones waiting to go to landfill. 90% of their content could be recycled. This is not about tonnes of stuff as much as it is about a shameful waste of resources including coltan (see last item) and a few hundred thousand dollars worth of gold. Take your obsolete phone to a mobile retailer that is part of the mobile muster, call 1300 730 070 or visit www.mobilemuster.com.au

· Mobile phones and GORILLAS. This really is last but not least, and yes, everything really is inter-connected! Gorillas are critically endangered and when we in the Minority World connect by means of mobiles, pagers and laptops, we are dependent upon coltan (columbite-tantalite) an ore found in the eastern Congo where these great apes live. National parks and lush forests are being cleared to get the coltan and the primates are losing habitat. Recycling electronic devices will help reduce the demand for coltan. Writing to producers and retailers about finding alternatives and in the meantime sourcing coltan from less sensitive areas is an important action we all can take. Model letter attached.
Please pass this e-bulletin on to a friend and/or opinion leader. The biggest impact made on our ‘brand recognition’ to date seems to have resulted from the interest and curiosity of the unknown SMH editor who asked a journalist to do a story on FSI.
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